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A Vivid Journey through Myths Reimagined
Allow us to take you on a mystical artistic journey, through the wondrous worlds of
Yuli’s art, where mythologies are reimagined, and in certain works, the contemporary
world of today portrayed in mythological splendor.
Yuli was one of the seven artists we featured in last year’s Pieces of Joy, featuring the
art of children and young adults with learning difficulties, in which 100% of his pieces
were sold. His works stood out as being much more mature and unique, and we
recognized even then the need for a more focused showcase of his art works.
We are truly honored, therefore, to be able to continue playing a role in his artistic
journey with Mythologies, Yuli’s second solo exhibition. All the works featured were
created in 2012, specifically with this exhibition in mind.
Asperger’s has certainly not been a hindrance to Yuli’s capability as an artist, and in
fact we believe it gives him a unique sense of creativity, allowing him to be taken
seriously as a professional artist. His ability to recast classic mythologies with a
seamless mix of more contemporary icons is testament to this.
At Artemis Art, we continue our efforts to provide support for artists of all ages with
the challenges of learning difficulties, be it Autism, Down Syndrome, or ADHD, to
name a few. It is our way of helping these artists reach out to the kind and caring
public, to demonstrate that despite their specific predicament, their artistic works
speak for themselves. Art is, after all, a universal language to communicate one’s
vision, hopes and desires.
The positivity shown by artists such as Yuli continually becomes an inspiration to us.
Their art becomes a channel enabling us to better understand them, taking us on a
journey of many hues and many stories. It is a beautiful, non-judgmental journey,
allowing us insights to better understand how they see the world, through the vivid
and imaginative expressions displayed in their works.
Albert Einstein, who in retrospect has now been recognized as having traits of
Asperger’s, rarely thought in terms of words, but in a visual manner instead. It would
be a very different world today if Einstein had been judged for what he was, rather
than his groundbreaking theories in physics.
We see Yuli as an artist, first and foremost. His talent speaks for itself, and we’re
certain that Mythologies is a journey that will be as enchanting for you, as it has
been for us to experience.
From the bottom of our hearts, we congratulate him on his second solo exhibition,
with the hope that there will be many more fantastic journeys ahead in the coming
years.

UC Loh & S. Jamal Al-Idrus
Artemis Art
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Mythologies: Old and New

Today we are being given the opportunity to experience some of Yuli’s art work which
forms his 2nd solo exhibition. An exciting time in any artist’s life!
We can’t be sure when his art journey commenced but we know it is a journey which
is continuing as evidenced by the vast portfolio of work he has produced to this date.
This exhibition features mostly his marker-rendered artwork but some of the other
mediums in which he has worked are also showcased.
Yuli has many themes, which fascinate him, including mythology, legends, the culture
of ancient civilizations and foreign artists, including the Korean artist Yang Dong Kyu.
These diverse interests have allowed him to channel his energies and produce a
varied body of vibrant, stylized works.
While at this exhibition, I hope that you will immerse yourself in the works and enjoy
the glimpse of seeing the world as Yuli sees and feels it.

Puan Sri Annette Bashir
November 2013

Foreword to Yuli’s Second Solo Exhibition
Yuli is a young man with a mission. His goal is to make it in the art world but more
than that, to be known.
With several successful artists to inspire him, he has hitched his dreams to the stars
and has begun his life’s foray into the enchanting world of art. This is his second solo
exhibition, his first was in Selangor, in June 2012. He has participated in several
other art exhibitions including one in Hong Kong.
Yuli’s art is varied as he explores different mediums to find his strengths and
attractions. His work is often meticulous and painstaking, with great detail and
involving long hours of ‘researching history and materials’ for ideas. Yet he is able to
work swiftly, possessing sureness of hand and stroke that are some of his strengths.
He is also competent drawing digitally and has amassed a great portfolio of digital art
on varied subjects.
Between 2012 and 2013, for almost a year, he understudied Yang Dong Kyu, a
Korean artist who has a studio near to where he lives, and whose acrylic landscapes
he especially admires. He would faithfully walk part of the way to get there and back,
rain or shine, sometimes amidst great grumbling when the weather became too
unfriendly. It is all in the process of moving forward towards self-improvement and
acquiring newer skills.
This exhibition while displaying mostly marker-rendered artwork will also exhibit
works in several other mediums. It is also revealing of Yuli’s love interest with world
mythology, an interest that had captivated him from a very tender age and which
forms the core of this exhibition. And despite having developed newer interests, Yuli’s
love of myths, legends and the cultures of ancient civilizations remain continually
entrenched. The fascinating lives of these people continue to enthrall.
For a few hours, come and view the world through the imagined eyes of Yuli.

Evelyn Wan
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Yuli: Born to Draw
What does an ‘anatomically’ correct, simple orange segment containing both pip and
pulp, drawn, at age five, and a huge duck, thrice larger than his then tiny self, so big
it was drawn on the kitchen floor, say of Yuli?
Of the duck, it was significant in that,
despite its size, it was proportionately
correct. I beamed to myself. That’s my
Yuli. It was also when I knew he would
take after his granddad as an artist. Art
fills Yuli’s life, needless to say, he is
happiest when drawing. Fast-forward
to today, our house is filled to the brim
with all manner of drawings. Far too
many to frame, and no more walls to
hang them up onto. Having Asperger’s
is just a different way of life. For Yuli, it
means a greater effort to fit in. Having
to make light the difficulties of life and
being able to laugh at himself makes it
worthwhile and less stressful in
confronting life’s problems and makes
living more enjoyable.
He is blessed with moral support and
empathy extended by many, including
those at school hence enabling him to
qualify as a graphic designer from
Curtin five years ago. Today he strives
to succeed as an artist having
participated in several art exhibitions
and endlessly aspires to be famous
someday.

Evelyn Wan
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The Celestial Kingdom

This poster features
the Temple of
Heaven, a complex of
religious buildings
situated in
southeastern part of
central Beijing
together with other
famous icons of
popular culture such
as the dragon, the
peach bun, lion
dance, various foods
and crockery, and
firecrackers. The
dragon and lion occur
frequently although I
draw and colour them
differently.

Japanika

This is one of my favourite drawings showing my love for Japanese culture and folklore. I have drawn
many elements based on Japanese culture including Katsushika Hokusai’s internationally recognized
woodblock print of the The Great Wave off Kanagawa, created during the 1820s. In my passion for graffiti
and street art I drew Mount Fuji in a rather graphic way. The Koi and Sakura are unmistakably Japanese,
chosen for their bright and showy colors just as are the castle, dragon and Kitsune (a nine tailed demon
fox).

The Old and The New Combined

This is one of the favourite posters that I have worked on. I am very interested in the Samurai and the street
culture of Japan and have combined ancient and modern Japan together in the poster. The Samurai was a
prominent figure in Ancient Japan and known as noble warriors who served their daimyo following a strict
code known as Bushido. To the left is Azumi, the main character of a Japanese manga film I like. The green
tea depicted above is an important part of the Japanese tea ceremony that Samurais used for cleansing,
purification and meditation when not in battle. The few skateboarders in this poster add comic relief.
Skateboarding was a pastime that I enjoyed a lot. They symbolise street culture known as Ura-hara, which is
a combination of hip-hop, graffiti, and skateboarding.
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Dragon and Tiger

This drawing on Chinese New Year forms part of the grouping on Oriental Asian countries and their culture.
At the time I was very drawn to Oriental culture, perhaps, I was trying to discover my roots. In choosing
relevant icons I also learnt about their relevance.
Some icons explained:
Lion dances [nian] are performed to bring good luck and prosperity and to chase away evil spirits. The
peach lotus bun below the flag based on the peaches of immortality, symbolizes longevity. Oranges, being
gold in colour, symbolize good luck. The most prominent icon however, is the dragon. It is potent and
auspicious, particularly having control over water, rainfall, hurricane, and floods and a symbol of strength
and good luck to those who are worthy. I enjoy drawing dragons; their myth makes them fascinating being
pure products of imagination.
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Nippon Tei

This drawing is a fun
collection of Japanese
icons drawn solely for
the pleasure of it. Apart
from the food and
beverages on the right, I
have drawn Mount Fuji, a
traditional Japanese
village, a bullet train, a
Nissan Skyline GTR and
a Japanese Fish Kite.

Ryu vs Tora

I have been inspired by a
lot of the Yakuza tattoo
designs that I have seen.
As usual, the dragon and
tiger are important figures
in Japanese culture and
represent ferocity and
power. I have drawn a
handful of other monsters
such as the Oni, a
Japanese ogre/demon,
Jishin Namazu, a giant
catfish that causes
earthquakes and
tsunamis, and Tengu, a
birdlike demon.

The Warrior

This is another poster on Japan, rather of Japanese monsters. It is named after the warrior who ventured
to the seas around Japan in search of monsters known as Yokai. I chose to draw monsters of water origin
to be different from my previous work. Among the monsters depicted here are Akkorokamui, an Ainu
monster resembling an octopus, Bake-kujira, a ghostly whale skeleton that drifts along the coastline of
Shimane prefecture, Heikegani, crabs with human-face shells thought to have been warriors killed in the
Battle of Dan No Ura, Isonade, a fishlike sea monster with a barb-covered tail, and Jishin Namazu, the
giant catfish that causes earthquakes and tsunamis. The last was blamed during the Ansei quake and
tsunami. On the left is Mizuchi, a dangerous water dragon followed by an Umibozu, a giant spirit that
capsizes ships, and Ikuchi, a sea serpent that travels over boats in an arc while dripping oil. I really enjoy
drawing monsters as I can indulge my imagination.
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Shibuyaka

Another drawing on Japan, this one is based on the street and visual kei culture of Japan and is drawn in a
lighter vein. I have drawn some of the few famous artists such as Miyavi, known as the Samurai guitarists
and Bou, one of the guitarist of the band “Antique Café”. Among the youth, graffiti, hip-hop and
skateboarding feature largely in the Ura-hara culture of Japan. Bright colors were chosen to create
youthfulness and a dynamic feel.

Ancient China

One of my favourite posters, I have always been fascinated by the vast artifacts/antiques of the great
civilization of ancient China. I was inspired to draw these following a visit to Dynasty Antique, an antique
shop in KLCC. Depicted here is one of the famous terracotta warriors of Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor
of China, which was discovered by local farmers in 1974 in Lintong district, Xi’an, Shaanxi province, and
famous chimes and bells of the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties. I also drew a few other antiques such as
the jade guardian lion, and the blue and white bowl. The horseman is Guan Yin, a famous blades man who
was a prominent figure in China, often written in romantic tales of the three kingdoms. The buildings in the
poster are the Forbidden Palace and the Great Wall of China.
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Anowarkowa

Based of Native American culture, the teepee, dream catcher, tomahawk and totem pole are some of their
recognizable icons. Others include maize, commonly eaten as a staple food, the wolf which is symbolic of
the wild and untamed, and the Thunderbird, a legendary creature in certain North American indigenous
peoples’ history and culture and considered a supernatural bird of power and strength. It is so important
as to be frequently alluded to, in the art, songs and oral histories of many Pacific Northwest Coast cultures,
and is found in various forms among the peoples of the American Southwest, Great Lakes, and Great
Plains.

Mesoamerica

In my mid-teens, the ancient world cultures, particularly that of the Aztecs, held my interest and captivated
me immensely. I use to read up on them and draw their monuments. I continue to be fascinated by them.
Some icons explained:
This poster features the icons of the Aztecs, Mayans and Incas who once inhabited the areas of Mexico,
Central America and South America. The pyramid is the famous Mayan pyramid of Chichen Itza, known to
have been the largest Mayan city and one of the great mythical cities (Tollans), referred to in later
Mesoamerican culture. To the right of the pyramid is one of the Nazca symbols (symbol of fertility), also
seen in the Nazca desert in Southern Peru. It is supposedly based on a hummingbird.
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Yggdrasil - The Tree of Life

This poster is based on
Norse mythology. I chose
to draw one of the old
Norse churches which is
depicted on the left
because of its distinct
architecture. Bonfires have
always been a great part in
Norse culture during the
time where they would
gather after a battle and
hold a great feast with ale
and roasted meats and talk
about long tales and
voyages that they have
been through. On the
upper left is Yggdrasil, the
tree of the world, followed
by high mountain ranges
covered with snow, Thor,
the God of Thunder, Odin,
King of the Gods, and a
Viking Longship being
attacked by a Kraken, a
legendary octopus
monster in Norse
mythology.

Kyoon Hyeong Koa Jo Hwa (Balance & Harmony)

This is part of the Oriental Asian countries group of drawings. The icons chosen are unmistakably
distinctive of South Korea. I often choose bold colours to make my drawings vibrant.
Some icons explained:
Psy is an icon of popular culture in South Korea, famous for his song, “Oppa Gangnam Style”. On the left is
the, “Kobuksan” (Korean Turtle Ship), designed by Admiral Yi Sun-sin (Korean navy commander) to defend
Korea from the Japanese during the Joseon dynasty. Other popular icons in Korean culture include the
drum, the Korean Lion dance (Saja), Korean masks and the famous Korean traditional dress, the Hanbuk,
several masks and food items.
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Shijin - The 4 Guardians of the Compass

I named this poster ‘Shijin - The Four Guardians of the Compass’ (Genbu, the black tortoise, Suzaku, the
fire phoenix, Byakko, the white tiger, and Ryu, the dragon). These four animals have always been important
symbols in Chinese, Korean, Japanese and Vietnamese cultures. Here, I am following Japanese culture.
The dragon symbolizes potent and auspicious power, particularly control over water, rainfall, hurricane, and
floods. The tiger is a living symbol of great strength and power, generally inspiring fear and respect and
attract followers and admirers. The tiger is courageous, active and self-assured, and makes an excellent
leader and protector. The phoenix represents the six celestial bodies. The head is the sky, the eyes are the
sun, the back is the moon, the wings are the wind, the feet are the earth, and the tail is the planet. Its
feathers contain the five fundamental colors: black, white, red, blue and yellow. It is also sometimes
depicted as having three legs. It is believed that the phoenix only appears in areas or places that are
blessed with utmost peace and prosperity or happiness. The black tortoise represents the north, and the
winter season. To me, symbols are like riddles, and are fascinating, which accounts for why I draw them.

Shangri La

This is one of my three favorite posters, based on one of my favourite movies, “The Forbidden Kingdom”.
On the right are several of the character depicted in the movie, Ni Chang, the white haired witch/assassin
and Liu Yifei as the golden sparrow. This poster is about Shangri La hence the tall limestone mountains of
China, mists, the ancient pine tree, clouds forests and of course Wudang Mountain. I also drew a celestial
dragon just for added interest. It is shown flying among the clouds just above the high mountain peaks.
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While most of Yuli’s works have been created using marker pens on paper, he is also very adept at creating art digitally. Seen
here are but a few samples of what he’s done over the years. More of Yuli’s digital art can be viewed on his Facebook page,
at http://www.facebook.com/YuliYap86

Yuli’s Digital Art

This catalog commemorates Mythologies, the seond solo exhibition by Yuli. Artemis Art
would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the artist and to his mother, Evelyn Wan,
whose generous assistance has been invaluable in making this exhibition and publication
possible.
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