Last year, Artemis Art hosted a group exhibition called
Pieces of Joy, featuring the works of children and young
adults with learning difficulties. The exhibition was done
in collaboration with Tutti Art Club, operated by artist Tan
See Ling.
Once again, we are collaborating with Tutti Art Club to
present to you an exhibition entitled “Paint With Me”
featuring three artists under See Ling’s tutelage and their
mothers. The three artists are Fitri Raslan, Luqman
Hakim, and Zahra Nakhjavani, each providing a number
of art pieces that will be featured. Two of these artists,
Fitri and Zahra, also participated in Pieces of Joy.
As Mother’s Day falls in the month of May, we thought it
would be a good idea to not only feature the young
artists’ works, but also the artworks of their mums. More
than just being a form of therapy, art in this case also acts
as an activity that strengthens the bond between mother
and child.
The creative mothers featured are Revina Junus (mother
to Fitri), Aida Lim (Luqman’s mom) and Leili Sedaghiani
(mother to Zahra).
The exhibition officially opened on Sunday, May 19 at
3pm, and was officiated by Dr. Irene Leow, Principal of
Seri Mawar Childcare & Development Centre. Another
speaker at the opening was Professor Datin Dr. Noran
Fauziah Yaakub, Adjunct Professor at HELP Institute,
who shared her own very personal experience with her
grand-child who has learning difficulties.

The Experience of Painting Together by Aida Lim
My son, Luqman Hakim is having learning challenges but he continues to show me that if one has the ability to
see things in the right perspective, all obstacles can be overcome. To my son and I, life is just like appreciating a
piece of art; different people see different stories.
My learning journey with my son has been filled with bitter sweet. Like any anxious parent, I have been searching
for a common interest that is enjoyable and skill acquiring for both of us. When we both started painting together,
I found that it was the non-verbal communications that brought us closer. We learnt to read each other through
our art. It is amazing to hear my son tells me stories about my paintings and listening to his.
Whenever our paintings turn out to be parallel or similar, to Luqman it is a silent recognition from mama as he will
always laugh and says, “Wow mama, look at this, we are the same, we think alike!”. That sort of comment and
reaction reinforces his understanding that we have common interest and I appreciate what he does.
A picture can tells a thousand words, Luqman’s painting represents my pride, it is not only a combination of color
and strokes but a combination of emotions, feeling and views that a young artist is trying to convey.
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My	
  Personal	
  Experience	
  in	
  Art	
  for	
  the	
  First	
  Time by Revina Junus
When See Ling asked me whether I wanted to do a joint exhibition with Fitri for Mother's Day, I was kind of thrilled and excited. I went for it
because I have always loved the arts and everything about it from paintings, to decor, theater and the rest but I was never good at painting. For
my son's sake I took the challenge.
Boy, was in for a surprise. I did not know how difficult it was until I tried. All this while I kept on criticising my son, the colour's not right lah, out of
shape lah etc. When it was my turn, it took me so long just to complete a painting. I was so careful, too careful I think! But I was very happy with
the end result of my first painting which was the summer feeling. Most importantly, I realised that Fitri was such a natural with his art and his
brush. He took a very short time and he was so at ease and he gave it all with every piece of art.
The expression on his art is so alive as if it is communicating with the viewer. I guess this is how he communicates and expresses how he feels,
through his paintings.
The reason why I chose the Four Seasons is because the theme is close to my heart. I have always appreciated the natural beauty that God has
given us to admire and to remind us of Him. The whole creation is God's art and what's best but to relive it on canvas through our own eyes and
heart.
The only setback I felt was my paintings were too raw. I would love to be able to depict the Four Seasons more in the form of modern art with
hues and not just bold colours and lines. Hopefully, I would be able to learn to express the beauty of nature from behind a veil. That could be my
next challenge?
I wish to say thanks to See Ling for giving me the encouragement and coaxing me to have more confidence. The Winter theme was painted all by
myself without See Ling's input at all and that was done at home. I was very satisfied with my Summer and Winter paintings maybe because they
have this calming effect. The Spring and Autumn were more bold which was nice but I felt I could have modernised the effect if I had more skills.
As for Fitri's paintings of his birds, what else can I say but he just makes the paintings so animated!
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About	
  Zahra	
  and	
  Leili
Zahra is a lovely Down Syndrome girl who was born in 2000 and has gone through her growing
process assisted by the best therapists and counselors.
Zahra entered primary school when she was 6 years old as a normal child in an ordinary school and
her progress in education was good.
In 2011, she and her family moved to Malaysia and after 6 months practice in English she can
speak, read and write, and currently studies in one of the best international schools.
Zahra has shown very good talent in art. She follows her own style in painting, not unlike Picasso.
Her paintings are always full of energetic colors and induces positive energy. Pink is a color that
Zahra frequently uses to express excitement and kindness.
This time around, Zahra is joined by her mother Leili, displaying three works of her own.
The bond between mother and child is a special one, and art acts as the catalyst to keep it strong,
and to keep that strength growing.
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