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The recent Sepuluh Perantau (Ten Immigrants) group show at Jogja Gallery in Yogyakarta featured four artworks 
by Dedy Sufriadi. One of these was a massive book installation, a sculpture installation piece, and two paintings. 

Book Installation 
 

 

 
Dedy Sufriadi, I Cursed Your Thoughts & Text into Stone, 260 x 1230 cm, 16,000 Books and Cement, 2019 

 

Artist’s Statement 
This massive installation consists of some 16,000 books set in cement to form a wall that covers the length and 
breadth in one of the exhibit rooms within Jogja Gallery, and includes two Blue LED digital displays across which 
the title of the work scrolls.  

The book installation represents Dedy’s observation about the changing nature of how books and text are 
consumed today. While Dedy’s and older generations read physical books, the younger generation is more 
comfortable reading digital books and other media, via electronic readers (for example Amazon’s Kindle) or via 
social media and the Internet. 

When it comes to consumption of books and other texts, at present we live concurrently in two worlds – the world 
of physical or analog books, and the world of digital books and media. While Dedy is comfortable in either world, 
he realizes that the era of physical reading materials is gradually coming to an end. 
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Granted that physical books are still being produced and consumed today, Dedy is of the opinion that physical 
books are gradually becoming “monuments” that sit in people’s homes, their owners more likely to actually read 
digital versions of them, instead of the physical volumes. 

The monumental installation is Dedy’s representation of this worldwide phenomenon, brought about by 
tremendous advancements in computing technology over the last half century. 

Video visuals of the installation 
A short video of Dedy’s book installation may be viewed via Artemis Art’s YouTube channel at this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ti1fd9eKU2k  

 

Sculpture Installation 

 

  
Dedy Sufriadi, I Cursed Your Contemporary Art into Stone #6, 84 x 85 x 360 cm, Cement, Iron, 42-in flat TV, 2019 

 

This series of installation works are Dedy Sufriadi’s criticism about TV programs that to him are neither educational 
nor entertaining. Although numerus TV programs continue to be produced and broadcast, Dedy is of the opinion 
that a large majority of these programs do not have any redeeming values altogether. He also thinks they aren’t 
entertaining. 
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That being the case, these installation works pose ask the question, of whether or not there is any longer a need 
to watch TV. Or whether it’s better to cast these television sets into stone, becoming monuments to TV’s once 
upon a time greatness. 

Paintings 
The two paintings by Dedy Sufriadi exhibited in Sepuluh Perantau are both text related.  Text has been an important 
element in his body of work since early in his career, how it is utilized has evolved over the year. In his early 
paintings (c. 1998 – 2004) Dedy used text in a literal sense, using excerpts from books or articles he’s read, to 
enhance the visual understanding of his paintings.  

His Hypertext body of work, developed via a process of intense self-questioning and reflection, takes a different 
approach to the use of text, allowing the viewer to create their own contextual meanings to the works based on 
their own introspection and life experience. This, as opposed to simply reading clearly intended text off the 
paintings. The viewer simultaneously becomes consumer and author. 

One of the paintings exhibited is Re-Hypertext (2019), part of Dedy’s sub-series revisits of the visual style he first 
introduced in the mid-2000s. 

 

 
Dedy Sufriadi, Re-Hypertext, 250 x 500 cm, Acrylic, Charcoal & Oil on Canvas, 2019 

 

Another grouping of works related to text are Dedy Sufriadi’s collages of objects that are “receptacles” of text, 
notably newspaper, magazines, and notebooks. Among them are the Burning Series of collages. 

This series was originally inspired by events following the end of the Suharto presidency in 1998. During the 
Suharto era, there was very little press freedom, the media constantly under government scrutiny for any reporting 
that could be construed as “anti-government” or subversive. 
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Post-Suharto, the press suddenly found a voice it had never been allowed to have. However, a side effect to this, 
as observed by Dedy Sufriadi, is that media became a free-for-all arena, and conflicting reports about particular 
issues became commonplace. 

These “different versions of the truth”, in Dedy’s view, created an environment where no one could be quite sure 
which reports were accurate, and which reports weren’t. Worse, when it came to issues that were sensitive to 
some quarters of society, inaccurate or questionable reporting caused great agitation among the populace, in 
extreme cases inciting certain quarters to act out their anger and frustration, sometimes violently. 

This manner of incitement in Bahasa Indonesia is sometimes called “membakar”, a word that can also have the 
meaning ‘to burn’. Taking the literal meaning, Dedy created this particular series of works primarily as a critique 
on the Indonesian press. 

The Burning Series artworks are essentially collages of partially burnt newspapers or pages from magazines, 
evenly arranged in a rectangular matrix on the canvas surface, on top of which Dedy would then apply coloration 
and designs, sometimes adding naïve figurations into the composition. 

 

 
Dedy Sufriadi, Burning Series, 200 x 300 cm, Mixed Media on Canvas, 2019 

 

 


