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Foreword

You can’t connect the dots looking forward; you can only connect them looking backwards. So you have to trust
that the dots will somehow connect in your future. You have to trust in something – your gut, destiny, life, karma,
whatever. Because believing that the dots will connect down the road will give you the confidence to follow your
heart even when it leads you off the well worn path; and that will make all the difference.
Steve Jobs, Stanford Commencement Speech, June 2005

The late Steve Jobs may have said many important and insightful things during his lifetime
but the speech he gave at Stanford’s commencement back in 2005 is perhaps the most
memorable, and resonates with just about anyone.
One cannot foretell the future. And so the path one takes in a venture is guided by what
appears to be the best way forward at any given moment. Such is the case with Artemis Art.
Our five-year journey so far has not been easy, but far be it the case that it hasn’t been
interesting. We have taken chances and made detours along the way, but the path was based
on our determination and belief that our choices were the correct ones to make.
More importantly, regardless of what has transpired, each turn on the journey taught us
something. Navigating the art world’s constantly changing terrain has been in itself a marvelous
adventure, surprises at virtually every corner along the way.
How we got started is a story we often relate. Suffice it to say the pivotal “dot” was our visit to
Yogyakarta back in 2008, reigniting our longtime love for art, culminating in the birth of Artemis
Art some three years later.
Since the opening of our first space back in November 2011, in addition to Indonesian works,
Artemis Art has expanded our repertoire of visual art exhibited to include young and emerging
Malaysian artists, as well as artists from other parts of the Southeast Asia region, namely
Thailand, The Philippines, and Vietnam.
Our decision to make young and emerging artists our primary focus came about not long
after we started the gallery. The decision stemmed from the observation that there was, at
the time, very little opportunity for young artists starting out to feature their works in a proper
commercial gallery. This focus is one that continues to be our raison d’être until today, granted
we have expanded our scope to include more experienced artists over the years.
In all, the road we’ve traversed between opening the gallery in 2011, and the present, has truly
been an adventure. But as difficult and sometimes disheartening as it has been, it must be said
that the journey so far has been a fulfilling one.
We Are 5 brings together a selection of works by visual artists with whom we’ve worked over
the last five years, from Malaysia and beyond. The exhibition, in part, traces the gallery’s short
but eventful history, providing a glimpse of what has been, without a doubt, a life-changing
half a decade.
Complementing the artists we’ve shown before are those we are looking forward to working
with in the future, a sort of teaser for what’s to come.
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Foreword

Artemis Art’s first gallery space, located at Block A1 of Solaris Dutamas, where we were operating from November
2011 to December 2012

Five years may not seem like a very long time in the bigger scheme of things, but it’s a good
checkpoint to take stock of the many events transpired, what was done right, and certainly
what could have been done better as a commercial gallery.
As we look back, connecting the many dots we’ve identified, we certainly have come to the
realization that Artemis Art would not be where we are today were it not for the advice and
guidance from numerous kindred souls, in particular the many art lovers and collectors we’ve
had the privilege to meet along the way. It is partly to these individuals we dedicate this
commemoration of our first five years.
The remaining bulk we dedicate to the visual artists we have been fortunate to meet and to
work with. Ultimately, they are the real reason for our existence, from whom we’ve learned in
countless ways how to be better at what we do.
And as we embark on the continuation of our journey, for as many more years as providence
will allow, our heartfelt and sincere thanks to one and all.
UC Loh & S. Jamal Al-Idrus
Artemis Art
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Adam K.

born 1985 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia

Diploma in Interactive Multimedia, Limkokwing University of Design Technology Bachelor
of Design (Multimedia Design), Swinburne University of Technology
Stan Winston School (various monster special effect courses)

If there is one area that Malaysia has great abundance of, it’s the immense cultural richness contributed by the diverse
groupings that collectively live in our nation.
Visual artist Adam K., one of the four Cracko Art Group (CAG) artists participating in our exhibition, has contributed a
graphite drawing, Kinoringan om Pusuansigar, depicting a scene from the story of Kinombura and Pasuansigar, two
star-crossed lovers whose tale ends in tragedy, which originates from Adam’s native village of Tambunan in Sabah.
According to Adam, this lore is related to how the traditional string instrument, the sundatang, got its shape.
Legend has it that Kinombura and Pusuansigar were two lovers whose relationship met with disapproval from their
parents, and therefore could not marry. This distressed Kinombura to the point she ran away into the forest.
Pusuansigar tried to look for her, but the forest was simply too dense. He then pleaded to Kinoringan (God) for help.
Lightning struck him, and Pusuansigar turned into a swiftlet.
He flew all over the forest, in the falling rain, but to no avail - Kinombura was nowhere to be found. Exhausted from his
search, Pusuansigar flew down to rest upon a branch.
While resting, the rain still falling in a drizzle, he felt a warm trickle down his feathers. Looking up, his sight was met with
something horrifying - it was his lover, Kinombura, turned into wood.
Pusuansigar died from the shock of seeing his beloved in her transformed state.
Kinoringan om Pusuansigar depicts the scene when Kinoringan’s younger brother found and recognized the two starcrossed lovers, both dead and in their changed forms.
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Adam K, Kinombura om Pusuansigar (2017) - Graphite on Paper - 40 x 30 cm
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Ajim Juxta
born 1983 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Bachelor of Science in Architecture, MARA University of Technology, Shah Alam, Malaysia

Our participation in Young Art Taipei 2016 saw our nominee for the Young Art Award once again gaining top honors.
Unlike in 2015, the award recognized the top three artists on an equal basis, and one of them was Artemis Art’s
nominee, young Malaysian visual artist Ajim Juxta.
This marked the first time a Malaysian artist has won the award, making Ajim’s achievement an important milestone for
Artemis Art as a gallery.
The winning artwork is part of Ajim’s Arcology series, a futuristic look at humankind’s evolution, taking into account
current trajectories, as the artist sees them. Coined by Italian-American architect Paolo Soleri in the 1960s, the arcology
is a conceptual design construct that envisages megalithic self-sustaining structures within which all imaginable forms
of human activity can take place.
Topeng Tengkorak is another work in the Arcology series, while the other two artworks included are from the related
Tugu (or Monument) series.
Ajim has just completed his residency in Taiwan, the main prize for his Young Art Award achievement. The residency
also provided an opportunity to exhibit in a two-man show, with a co-residency artist, Helí García from Spain, in
Haohaus, Taipei.
In addition, Ajim Juxta was also one of the seventeen Malaysian visual artists selected for 2017’s Young Guns award,
held earlier this year.
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Ajim Juxta, Arcology: Topeng Tengkorak (2015), Acrylic & Ink on Canvas, 84 x 60 cm
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Ajim Juxta, Tugu: Bukit Kuning (2015) - Acrylic on Canvas - 61 x 91 cm
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Ajim Juxta, Tugu: 2100 (2016),Acrylic on Canvas,102 x 75 cm
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Anddy Romeo Dulait
born 1980 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia

Diploma in Graphic Design from Kinabalu Commercial College

Another member of Cracko Art Group (CAG) is Anddy Romeo Dulait, who was part of our first exhibition in the current
space, Circus, back in 2013, and more recently Guilty Pleasures in 2015.
Anddy is a skilled figurative artist, adept in the art of figuration. His work included in this exhibition recounts a tragedy
that occurred in Sabah, where poachers mutilated a pygmy elephant for its tusks, leaving the poor creature to die in
a very grotesque way. This, and other actions detrimental to nature, have a common root, the very human nature of
greed, that manifests itself not only through the actions of the poacher but also perhaps through other man-made
circumstances that lead to poaching becoming a course of action taken.
It does make us wonder what other horrifying actions may have taken place in the jungles without us knowing. For
without any witnesses to report the mischief, only the jungle would know.
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Anddy Romeo Dulait
Shush (Silent Trumpet of Gold and Blood) (2017)
Acrylic on Canvas, 100 x 30 cm (triptych)
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Andrialis Abdul Rahman
born 1983 in Malaysia

Masters in Art, Photomedia, University of New South Wales (College of Fine Art) Australia
Bachelor in Photography and Creative Imaging, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Shah Alam, Malaysia

Andrialis Abdul Rahman is a visual artist who uses photography as a means to express her creative self. We first
encountered her work when Artemis Art acted as sponsor-partner for Elusive, a group exhibition by the Studio Mekar
art collective, and is currently a lecturer at Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM) in the Department of Photomedia Creative,
teaching various aspects of photography, including experimental art photography, an area that is of particular interest
to her.
She believes the right picture can transmit emotions, messages and evoke feelings. She dreams of living in a rectangular
frame and sharing it with the world.
Since our first encounter with this very talented artist back in 2015, Andrialis has exhibited with us in two group
exhibitions, Equilibrio and Vice Versa, both in 2016, and makes another appearance in this exhibition. Her talent speaks
through her works, and it is always a delight to have the opportunity to show her works.
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Andrialis Abd Rahman, Construction of Identity I (2017), Digital Print, 68 x 83 cm

Andrialis Abd Rahman, Construction of Identity II (2017), Digital Print, 68 x 83 cm
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Christine Das
born 1966 in Penang, Malaysia

Diploma in Graphic Design from Sain Academy of Art, Penang

Back in 2015, Artemis Art staged our first large scale exhibition, FACETS, a group exhibition by the all-women collective
Cerebral V. One of the artists who participated in that important exhibition was Christine Das, an accomplished visual
artist originally from Penang.
Her passion for nature can frequently be seen in her artwork, evident in the two pieces included in this exhibition.
Christine works closely with the Borneo Conservation Trust Sabah and WWF Malaysia towards assisting with the
conservation of Borneo Elephants and their habitats. She uses her art to help raise awareness as well as raise funds
for this cause.
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Christine Das, Dependability (2016) - Acrylic on Canvas - 61 x 92 cm

Christine Das, Fidelity (2016) - Acrylic on Canvas - 61 x 92 cm
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Cracko (Crig Royno Francis)
born 1978 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia

Diploma in Graphic Design - Kinabalu Commercial College, Kota Kinabalu

Crig Royno Francis, otherwise known as Cracko, is one of the founding members of the Kota Kinabalu-based Cracko
Art Group (CAG), an active but fluid visual art collective. Ever since its formation in 2010, CAG has endured as a key
creative hub for young art and young artists in the Kota Kinabalu area.
CAG’s Circus was the first exhibition held at Artemis Art’s current space when we moved there in early 2013, making
the collective a rather memorable one to have worked with.
For We Are 5, Crig has contributed two recent artworks, continuing with his concern for society at large. For instance,
ctrl+alt+del is in essence a critique about human nature, of how the consciousness and intelligence developed over
the many millennia has somehow evolved to make mankind the most destructive species on Earth. Perhaps, the artist
opines, the time has come for a major “reset”.

Cracko, Misleading Mind (2017)
Acrylic on Canvas, 104 x 69 cm
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Cracko, ctrl+alt+del (2017), Acrylic on Canvas, 122 x 82 cm
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Dedy Sufriadi
born 1976 in Palembang, Indonesia

Bachelor of Fine Art, Institut Seni Indonesia (ISI), Yogyakarta
Masters of Fine Art, Institut Seni Indonesia (ISI), Yogyakarta

Since our first participation in 2015, Young Art Taipei has become an important activity in our annual art fair schedule. A
highlight of this art fair, whose focus is on artists 45 years of age and younger, is the annual Young Art Award.
One important milestone in Artemis Art’s first five years is Dedy Sufriadi winning the top honors for 2015’s Young Art
Award, making him the first ever artist from Indonesia to win the award.
The winning artwork was one of the works in his Burning Series, Eat, Pray and Art #2 (pictured below), one of Dedy’s
most well-known and popular artwork series. Also in this series is “Puppet Figure #2”, which has been included as one
of the artist’s works exhibited in We Are 5.
We started exhibiting Dedy Sufriadi’s works in 2012, co-hosting his first Malaysian solo exhibition, HYPERTEXT, in
2014. His works regularly appear as part of our international art fair participations, and will remain for the foreseeable
future an artist we will continue to work closely with.

Dedy Sufriadi, Burning Series: Eat, Pray and Art #2 (2015)
Mixed Media on Canvas, 125 x 150 cm
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Dedy Sufriadi, Burning Series: Puppet Figure #2 (2015) , Mixed Media on Canvas, 150 x 150 cm
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Dedy Sufriadi, HYPERTEXT: Dosa Berpikir Sama (2016) , Mixed Media on Canvas, 150 x 150 cm
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Dedy Sufriadi, Ars Longa Vita Brevis #2b (2016), Oil, Oilstick & Marker on Canvas, 150 x 150 cm
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Dennis Liew
born 1986 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Bachelor of Art in Graphic Design (Curtin University, Australia)

Among the young adult artists with Learning Difficulties (LD) whom we’ve worked with is Dennis Liew, whose solo
exhibition Fusion Revival in 2014 introduced a style that fuses traditional visual styles from the East and West.
Combining traditional Chinese ink and brush art techniques with the classical European post-Impressionist pointilism,
Dennis has arrived at a somewhat distinct style he calls Fusion Revivalism.
The dreamy landscapes he creates through this method are purely from his rich imagination, an imagined utopia of
undisturbed fauna and flora, where nature is truly at peace.
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Dennis Liew, Lavender-Fields (2014), Watercolor on Paper, 65 x 65 cm
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ERYN (Winnie Cheng)
born 1983 in Kedah, Malaysia

Master of Arts in Art by Research, University of Brunei Darussalam, Brunei Darussalam
Bachelor of Arts (Honours with Distinction), University of Toronto, Canada
Diploma of Studio Arts, Sheridan College School of Animation, Arts and Design, Canada

An award-winning young Malaysian artist we have had the privilege to work with is ERYN, the artist persona adopted
by Penang-based artist Winnie Cheng.
ERYN was the 2015 Gold Award winner for UOB’s Painting of the Year competition, in the Emerging Artist category,
She is known for her intricate layered paper drawings, a style that paved the way for her winning the prestigious annual
award.
The two works included were originally part of Artemis Art’s debut exhibition in Indonesia, Vice Versa, where ERYN
joined twelve other young artists from Indonesia and Malaysia.
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ERYN, Vice (2016)
India ink marker drawing on layered paper cutout, on wood panel
50 x 50 cm

ERYN, Versa (2016)
India ink marker drawing on layered paper cutout, on wood panel
50 x 50 cm
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Fahmi Taib

born 1989 in Johor Bharu, Johor, Malaysia

Diploma in Fine Art - ASWARA (National Academy of Arts, Culture & Heritage)

ASWARA, the National Art Culture and Heritage Academy, here in Kuala Lumpur, has produced a number of visual
artists over the years.
One of the artists from this institution is Fahmi Taib, who has exhibited with us several times over the last five years. He
is perhaps best known for his portaitures of children, for him a manifestation of hope and a better future.
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Fahmi Taib, A Piece of Peace (2017), Acrylic & Oil on Canvas, 94 x 132 cm
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Fitri Raslan
born 1995 in Malaysia

Supporting children and young adult artists with Learning Difficulties (LD) has been one area that Artemis Art has been
involved with since the gallery began.
Among the artists whose works we have been featuring in the exhibitions for LD artists we have organized over the past
five years is Fitri Raslan, now in his early 20s.
Art is an important form of expression for Fitri, an outlet for the zest and energy within this very outgoing young man.
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Fitri Raslan, Cantina las Perras (2016), Acrylic on Canvas, 66 x 80 cm

Fitri Raslan, Nottingham Gates (2016) - Acrylic on Canvas - 64 x 64 cm
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Haris Rashid
born 1992 in Kedah, Malaysia

Diploma in Illustration, The One Academy, Malaysia

Artemis Art’s focus on young artists has been the key driver behind the gallery’s activities over the years. One such
young artist whom we have shown regularly is Haris Rashid.
To date, this young artist has had two solo exhibitions. Beauty In The Beast, his first solo in 2015, became the first time
we hosted a young artist’s debut solo exhibition. This was followed a year or so later with the artist’s second solo in
2016, HUMANIMAL, on a much bigger scale, held in White Box, MAP@Publika.
In addition to this young artist’s focus on his own career, he collaborates with other artists, primarily through his Studio
Mekar collective. In 2015, Studio Mekar organized a large group exhibition, entitled Elusive, for which Artemis Art acted
as partner-sponsor.
Using wildlife as visual metaphors, Haris Rashid’s works are more often than not critiques on many aspects human
behavior, presented in a very ornate style, and with a liberal use of color. This young artist often sees human
characteristics more honestly embodied in the animal world, as opposed to the human domain, which is something he
finds both fascinating and worrying at the same time.

Haris Rashid, Albino I (2017), Acrylic on Canvas, 84 x 148 cm
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Haris Rashid, Outcast (2017), Acrylic on Canvas, 138 x 138 cm
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Hazul Bakar
born 1989 in Johor, Malaysia

Diploma in Fine Art - ASWARA (National Academy of Arts, Culture & Heritage)

ASWARA, the National Art Culture and Heritage Academy, here in Kuala Lumpur, has produced a number of visual
artists over the years, a few of whom have had their artworks exhibited by Artemis Art.
One of the artist from this institution is Hazul Bakar, whose areas of specialization are painting and printmaking,
particular in the areas of woodcut and silk screen printing. These two areas may be seen in the two artworks from the
artist included in We Are 5.
Hazul is a diploma graduate from ASWARA, and is currently pursuing his bachelor degree from the same institution.

Hazul Bakar, Babak II (Tambo Keparat) (2017), Carving on MDF Board, 92 x 121 cm
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Hazul Bakar, Open House #4 (Dream-Series) (2017), Acrylic & Woodcarving on Plywood, 121 x 121 cm
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Indra Dodi
born 1980 in Padang, Indonesia

Bachelor of Fine Art, Institut Seni Indonesia (ISI), Yogyakarta

Visual art is essentially about storytelling. And no one tells their stories on canvas quite as well, and as fun, as
Yogyakarta-based Indra Dodi.
Originally from Padang, Indra’s art has evolved over the past several years from color field abstracts to the vivid naïve
style of art he currently produces. But even in his early abstract works, one could already see semblances of shapes
starting to emerge.
Just about any encounter, story or memory can trigger a series of creative imagery that will eventually find its way onto
the canvas. Many of the object depicted in his works are random, while some quite symbolic of ideas he wishes to
convey. The larger of the two pieces, Dinner Series #4, is part of an ongoing series of works based on an observation
the artist made: when people get together in a group, whether it’s for business discussions, family get-togethers, or
social pursuits with friends and loved ones, more often than not the group will find itself at the dinner or drinks table. It’s
a universal human dynamic that can be observed the world over.
We began collaborating with Indra Dodi for Bazaar Art Jakarta in 2016, continuing this year with Singapore Contemporary,
and in March 2017, Indra will be one of the three artists we will be featuring in Art Central Hong Kong.

Indra Dodi, Dinner Series #4 (2016), Acrylic on Canvas, 150 x 180 cm
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Indra Dodi, Imagine (2016), Acrylic on Canvas, 160 x 150 cm
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Jahabar Sadiq
born 1968 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

One area of visual art that Artemis Art features fairly regularly is photography. To date, we have organized five group
and solo photography exhibitions, both within our gallery space and around Publika.
The very first photography exhibition we put together took in 2014 with “Face and Phases”, featuring Jahabar Sadiq (and
one other mystery photographer), a career journalist, media producer, and at the time, CEO/Editor of The Malaysian
Insider.
The images shown at the exhibition in 2014 were primarily from his years with Thomson Reuters, that took him to many
interesting places as part of his work assignments. Jahabar is one person who is almost never seen without a camera
of some variety.
Two works from this avid photographer have been included in this exhibition, his inclusion in We Are 5 a tribute of sorts
to the man responsible for kickstarting our focus on photography.
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Jahabar Sadiq, Fishing the Sun from the Sea (2016)- Digital Print on Canvas, 35 x 61 cm, ed. AP + 5

Jahabar Sadiq, Sunbathing in Kuala Lumpur (2016) - Digital Print - 33 x 60 (60 x 80 cm framed) - ed. AP + 5
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Jasmine Kok
born 1970 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Masters of Art in Fine Art, City & Guilds Of London Art School
Diploma In Fine Art (Sculpture), City & Guilds Of London Art School
Diploma In Fine Art (Painting), Kuala Lumpur College Of Art (KLCA)

Of the many artists we have had the privilege to work with in the last five years, there is one artists who stands out
above most others for her modal versatility. Jasmine Kok may primarily be a sculptor, but she has demonstrated the
ability to produce a wide variety of art across a variety of genres.
We have selected two works that provide an indication of just how versatile this visual artist is, a stone sculpture and
an etching/engraving print.
Those familiar with Jasmine’s work will know about her accident some years back, leading to her body of work focusing
on her physical pain of recovery. As her recovery progressed, so has her art evolved, to embrace a more calm and
spiritual outlook on life that the artist currently holds.
Jasmine’s mastery of the materials she works with is one aspect of the artist that garners a high level of respect, both
from her peers, as well as from those who appreciate the fruits of her labor.

Jasmine Kok, The Balance 2 (2016), Italian Marble, 33 (L) x 14.5 (W) x 18.5 (H) cm
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Jasmine Kok, Corset 1 (2015), Etching & Engraving Print, 58 x 41 cm (Editions of 10)
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Lisa Foo

born 1975 in Kuala Pilah, N. Sembilan, Malaysia

One of the certainly more unique visual artists we have had the opportunity to work with is Lisa Foo. Formally trained
as an architect, Lisa’s professional life deals with designing things that are permanent. But her installation art pieces on
the other hand run counter to the demands of architecture, something of a conscious choice. Impermanence is a key
idea in Lisa’s installation works.
The first time we exhibited her installation was during FACETS, the all-women group show we staged in 2015, and our
first large scale art exhibition. Utilizing primarily found organic objects – leaves and twigs among her current favorite
materials – the installations Lisa creates are simple, yet mesmerizing at the same time.
“Precious” is an installation that Lisa created specifically for this exhibition, and is a reminder that within the beauty that
Mother Nature has to offer lies a fragility that is incumbent upon us all to protect.

Lisa Foo, Precious (2017) - Installation Shot 01
Interactive Installation, consisting of dried leaves, twigs, gold paint, nylon net and line - Dimensions variable
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Lisa Foo, Precious (2017) - Installation Shot 02
Interactive Installation, consisting of dried leaves, twigs, gold paint, nylon net and line - Dimensions variable

Lisa Foo, Precious (2017) - Installation Shot 03
Interactive Installation, consisting of dried leaves, twigs, gold paint, nylon net and line - Dimensions variable
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Lyia Meta
born 1971 in Malacca, Malaysia

Over the years, Artemis Art has provided a platform for young and emerging artists, regardless of whether they are
formally trained or self-taught.
Lyia Meta is one of those auto-didact talents whom we have worked with, initially exhibiting her artworks as part of
Emergence, an early group exhibition organized by the gallery in 2012. Artemis Art hosted Lyia’s debut solo exhibition,
Apperception: Kaleidoscopic Nuances in 2014.
Art, in its various manifestations, is a deep passion for Lyia, whose main occupation is a singer/songwriter, regularly
performing with her husband in and around the Kla`ng Valley.
The two artworks included in this exhibition are recent paintings by this passionate artist, who continues to create visual
art, complementing her other artistic pursuits.
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Lyia Meta, Morning’s Kiss (2016), Acrylic-on-Canvas, 92 x 122 cm

Lyia Meta, The Brooding Lady (2016), Acrylic-on-Canvas, 92 x 122 cm
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Ng Kim Heoh
born 1961 in Alor Setar, Kedah, Malaysia

Masters of Science (Information Technology), University Sains Malaysia
Bachelor of Art (Fine Art), Universiti Sains Malaysia
Certificate of Creative Art, Universiti Sains Malaysia
Certificate of Fine Arts, Kuala Lumpur College of Art (KLCA)

Ng Kim Heoh first exhibited with us as one of the participating artists in Artemis Art’s first ever group exhibition back in
2012, Our Love, Our Passion, Our Gratitude, an all-women exhibition. Later in the same year, we featured her works in
our first art fair participation, Art Expo Malaysia 2012.
Her two works shown here are from her recent 5th solo exhibition, i.clouds, held last year in Penang, where she
currently resides.
“[F]or me, the symbol of clouds have a deeper meaning; it represents uncertainty, constant changing,
nothingness, impermanence, which is connected emotionally with the soul-searching of my roots and
identity in society.”

Ng Kim Heoh, i.clouds catalog

The feeling of being ‘unrooted’, not totally connected with her heritage, both as a Chinese Malaysian and being of
Baba and Nyonya descent, makes Kim feel like a cloud, constantly “floating in space” in search of an identity she can
comfortably call her own.
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Ng Kim Heoh, Dream On (2016), Acrylic & Oil on Canvas, 61 x 61 cm

Ng Kim Heoh, Everyone Wants to Rule the World (2016)
Acrylic & Oil on Canvas, 61 x 61 cm
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Nik Mohd Hazri
born 1988 in Kuala Krai, Kelantan, Malaysia

Bachelor of Fine Art, MARA University of Technology (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia
Diploma in Fine Art, MARA University of Technology (UiTM), Machang, Kelantan, Malaysia

Nik Mohd Hazri is the eldest of the three very talented Nik Brothers. He had his first experience of exhibiting in a
commercial gallery with Artemis Art back in 2013 with Prologue, a group exhibition with his then collective Intuitive Art
Group.
In the same year, From Snow To Ashes, included in this exhibition, was featured in Art Expo Malaysia 2013, making
Hazri the first young artist we featured in a major art fair. This powerful piece is the young artist’s statement about
memory and remembrance, pondering upon what happens to our memories of those we leave behind, when we finally
leave this mortal coil.
In the following year, Artemis Art also introduced his work to a more international audience when we featured a series
of three paintings by him in Singapore Art Fair 2014. Since then he has exhibited regularly both in domestic venues, as
well as in exhibitions and art fairs abroad.
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Nik Mohd Hazri, From Snow To Ashes (2013), Acrylic and Oil on Cotton Jute, 152 x 122 cm
(inclusion of this work is courtesy of a Kuala Lumpur based private collector)
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Nik M. Shazmie
born 1991 in Kuala Krai, Kelantan, Malaysia

Bachelor (Hons) of Fine Art, MARA University of Technology (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia

The middle of the three Nik Brothers is Nik M. Shazmie. He was part of our 50 Shades of Malaysia project in 2013,
and later that year was part of Carbon, a group exhibition by Intuitive Art Group, of which his brother Hazri was also a
member.
He has since won several awards for his painting talent, including winning the grand prize for Nando’s annual Peri-fy
Your Art competition two years in a row, in 2013 and 2014.
Shazmie’s current style, a major departure from the carricature-based works he was previously known for, enabled him
to garner the Gold Award in the Established Artist category during the 2015 edition of the UOB Painting of the Year
competition.
This year we featured him as one of the four participating artists in Singapore Contemporary, which took place in
January 2017. His collection of artworks were well received by the fair’s visitors, who generally found them to be quite
unique and refreshing. Kahwin Campur (or Mixed Marriage), included in We Are 5, was one of the artworks exhibited
during the art fair.
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Nik M. Shazmie, Kahwin Campur (Mixed-Marriage) (2016), Acrylic & Oil on Canvas, 140 x 175 cm
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Nik Mohd Shahfiz
born 1993 in Kuala Krai, Kelantan, Malaysia

The youngest of the three very talented Nik Brothers, Nik Mohd Shahfiz produces works in a figurative style quite
distinct from his brothers.
He was included as one of the seven young Malaysian artists in Vice Versa, Artemis Art’s first exhibition in Yogyakarta,
along side six young Indonesian visual artists.
In the two works selected for “We Are 5”, The Offender 1 & 2, Shahfiz poses an interesting visual question – exactly
who is the offender and who might be the offended?

Nik Mohd Shahfiz, The Offender 1 (2016), Acrylic on Canvas, 182.5 x 122 cm
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Nik Mohd Shahfiz, The Offender 2 (2016), Acrylic on Canvas, 182.5 x 122 cm
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Rahman Roslan
born 1985 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Rahman Roslan is photojournalist based in Kuala Lumpur. In the past several years, this multidisciplinary storyteller has
produced some very compelling works of contemporary art, in various forms, that invite viewers to analyze and think.
Although this is the first time Artemis Art has been given the privilege to show Rahman’s works, he is one of the artists
with whom we will be collaborating a lot more in the future. Part of a much larger body of work entitled “Between The
Rivers”, the eight artworks exhibited here are a sampling from Rahman’s ‘Portrait of Sufis’ series.
In his own pursuit of spiritual growth, Rahman has had the opportunity to meet with many individuals he feels are
enlightened, and who have in turn enlightened him.

“They can be any people from all walks of life. They defy the typical
description of ‘Sufis’ and their wisdom truly symbolise the essence
and mission of Sufism and Islam: to find our way ‘Home’. Only
they know who they really are, and only they know who other Sufis
are. They don’t speak of their mind but of their wisdom, which is
a collective of mortal and divine knowledges. They are persons
of knowledge, they know the obvious, the in-betweens and the
secrets of the secrets.”
Rahman Roslan, Multidisciplinary Storyteller

Image Guide
All works are mixed media on paper and produced in 2015, each one mounted in a wooden glass-front frame measuring 37 x 37 cm

1.

Mencari Tersirat Disebalik Sutera, 18 x 18 cm

2.

Kaya Bertelanjang Dibawah Mentari Sumbing, 19 x 19 cm

3.

Permata Nilai Sejati, 19 x 14 cm

4.

Sahabat Beranda, 19 x 20 cm

5.

Menerima Segala Dalam Redha, 17 x 16 cm

6.

Kesempatan Akhir Ini, 18 x 18 cm

7.

Dari Syurga Tiada Gentar, 18 x 18 cm

8.

Tujuh Puluh Tiga Pintu, 23 x 20 cm
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Riduan

born 1976 in Palembang, Indonesia

Artemis Art’s first solo exhibition was held in 2013. Entitled Binding and Separating, the exhibition featured a collection
of artworks by Riduan, a visual artist originally from Palembang and who currently lives and works in Yogyakarta.
As with many other Jogja-based artists we currently work with, Riduan is a graduate of the prestigious Institut Seni
Indonesia, better known by its acronym ISI.
Sign of Saint #2, one of the works exhibited during the solo exhibition, provides a good example of the unique texturing
technique employed by Riduan, creating a three-dimensional visual feel on an otherwise physically flat canvas surface.
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Riduan, Sign of Saint #2 (2012), Acrylic on Canvas, 150 x 150 cm
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Robi Fathoni
born 1973 in Palembang, Indonesia

For most artists, the pencil is an important intermediary implement in the process of creating visual art. But not for Robi
Fathoni, whose mastery of the medium is evident in his artworks, created primarily with the mighty pencil.
His superb figurative works have earned him praise from just about anyone who has had the opportunity to view them.
Our first collaboration with this Yogyakarta-based visual artist is quite recent, having featured him as one of the four
participating artists in Singapore Contemporary, in January 2017.
The two works included in this exhibition are testament to Robi’s skill as a visual artist. While primarily monochromatic,
Robi frequently complements the imagery he creates with the judicious use of color, through the use of color pencils or
on occasion acrylic paint.

Robi Fathoni, I Know You Don’t Like Juice (2016), Pencil on Canvas, 150 cm x 120 cm
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Robi Fathoni, HOPE (Harapan) (2016), Acrylic & Pencil on Canvas, 150 x 120 cm
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Ruzzeki Harris
born 1984 in Penang, Malaysia

An important milestone that occurred in 2016 was Artemis Art participating in Asia’s longest running art fair, Art Taipei,
in its 23rd edition last year.
Our first time participation in this prestigious art fair featured emerging Malaysian pop surrealist Ruzzeki Harris with
Possessed, a new series of works, created specifically for Art Taipei 2016.
The series is essentially the artist’s critique of behavioral trends observed with the younger generation, related to,
among other things, the obsession with electronic gadgetry. In all, there are six works that currently are included in the
Possessed series.

Ruzzeki Harris, the complete Possessed Series (2016), all works measure 130 x 130 cm
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Ruzzeki Harris, DAB (2016), Oil & Spray Paint on Canvas, 130 x 130 cm

Ruzzeki Harris, Narcissus (2016), Oil & Spray Paint on Canvas, 130 x 130 cm
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Syahbandi Samat
born 1992 in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia

Another award-winning young artist we have had the distinct privilege to work with is Syahbandi Samat, whose ballpoint
pen based artworks have earned him accolades.
He was selected as one of the winners in the 2011 edition of the Malaysian Emerging Artist Award (MEAA), and more
recently one fo the seventeen Young Guns award reciepients announced earlier this year.
Syahbandi began exhibiting with Artemis Art during Vice Versa, our first exhibition in Yogyakarta, held last year as part
of the larger Jogja Art Weeks program.
Unlike many other self-taught artist, we find that Syahbandi is unique in that a lot of forethought goes into the aesthetics
of his art, setting him apart from other auto-didacts who tend to focus more on their skill.
Wallflower, a recent work by this young talent, is a piece that deals with insecurity and introversion. For Syahbandi,
many introverts actually have very interesting personalities, waiting to be discovered, provided efforts are made to
break the communication barrier, a wall that shuts in, as much as it shuts out.
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Syahbandi Samat, Wallflower (2016), Ballpoint Pen on Canvas, 119 x 94 cm
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T.W. Chang (Skinner)
born 1978 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Among the many visual artists we have worked with the past five years, T.W. Chang, otherwise known as Skinner, is
among one of the artists we’ve worked with longest. This self-taught artist is best known for his superbly detailed pen
and ink artworks, in particular those from his Dark Forest and Smoke series of works.
Made By Humans is a new series by Skinner, his first body of work extensively using charcoal as the primary medium.
Inspired by photography, this series of high contrast sketches takes a look at contemporary reality, seen through an
erotic lens.
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Image Guide
All works in the Made By Humans series are Charcoal and Graphite on Paper and produced in 2017, each measuring 21 x 31 cm

1.

Made By Humans

2.

Potong Stim

3.

Le Brassiere

4.

Fuck You Pay Me

65

we are

Viko Zhijune
born 1993 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Viko Zhijune is a young artist who is deeply introspective. Her compositions combine abstract and figurative elements,
often visually cryptic. Her intent may be surmised from the titles she gives her artworks, but Viko prefers viewers to
interpret them based on the feelings the artworks evoke in each individual.
A graduate of Dasein Academy of Art, Viko began exhibiting with us last year, and we foresee more collaborations with
this young talent in the coming years.
She is one of the artists we have selected to be part of Artemis Art’s participation in this year’s Young Art Taipei, taking
place in April of this year.

Viko Zhijune, Run Run Run! Why You Stop Me? (2017), Acrylic and Charcoal on Canvas, 70 x 75 cm
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Viko Zhijune, I kept what you throw I (2016)
Mixed Media on Paper, 41 x 33 cm

Viko Zhijune, I kept what you throw II (2016)
Mixed Media on Paper, 41 x 33 cm
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Vivi Kartina Hazolene
born 1979 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia

Cracko Art Group, or CAG for short, has been an important part of Artemis Art’s history to date. We are truly delighted
to feature two of the group’s founding members, the collective’s namesake, as well as Vivi Kartina Hazolene.
Vivi’s recent works have used discarded marine charts as the backdrop for her artworks. Her first experience exhibiting
with us was two years ago in Guilty Pleasures, a group exhibition featuring three CAG artists.
Vivi has since exhibited with us in a few other exhibitions, most notably Equilibrio, which took place in 2016.
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Vivi Kartina Hazolene, Hope (2017)
Mixed Media & Embroidery on Marine Chart Paper, 60 x 60 cm

Vivi Kartina Hazolene, Soar (2017)
Mixed Media & Embroidery on Marine Chart Paper, 60 x 60 cm
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Yasmeen Cheong
born 1994 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

When we first worked with Yasmeen Cheong, what struck us was her skillful use of charcoal in the series of portraitures
that were her mainstay at the time.
Her current works delve deep into her psyche, to express her angst as a young adult living in a less than perfect world.
At the same time she exhibits an increasing level of confidence by being more experimental in the media she uses.
A graduate of Dasein Academy of Art, Yasmeen first exhibited with us in 2015, and has continued to participate in
selected group exhibitions organized by us throughout 2016.
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Yasmeen Cheong, About Deny (2017)
Acrylic, Charcoal, Gesso & Pencil on Canvas, 90 x 90 cm

Yasmeen Cheong, Denied (2017)
Acrylic, Charcoal, Gesso & Pencil on Canvas, 90 x 90 cm
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Yuli Yap

born 1986 in Houston, Texas

Yuli Yap is a very talented young artist with Aspergers, and is one of the artists with Learning Difficulties (LD) whom
we’ve worked with over the years.
In 2013, Artemis Art hosted this young artist’s second solo exhibition, Mythologies, showcasing a collection of superbly
executed works using color markers.
Yuli is also quite adept with other mediums, such as pen and ink, digital art, and more recently, acrylics. The artworks
included in this exhibition are testament to his innate skills in pen and ink, and color composition, two areas Yuli
especially enjoys.

Yuli Yap, The Carp’s Journey Up Dragon Gate (2016)
Color Markers on Paper, 42 x 30 cm
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Yuli Yap, Floating (2016), Pen & Ink on Paper, 30 x 42 cm
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This catalog is published in conjunction with We Are 5, celebrating five years of Artemis Art being in operation as a commercial gallery.
The MAP@Publika team deserves special mention for their assistance in the many areas needed during the set-up of the exhibition.
Our sincere thanks to the team, without whom the exhibition would not have been possible.
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Artemis Art’s current gallery location, at Level G4 Block C5 of Publika. This is the location the gallary has been operating
from since moving here in January 2013

We celebrate our first five years of operation with a group exhibition showcasing a selection
of works by artists whom we’ve worked with, covering more than 50 exhibitions and art fair
participations.
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